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A. I have severely criticized the British Government and
do so still But that does not mean that all police officials under
the British Government must necessarily be the devil's disciples
even when they coine under Congress Governments. No one
has questioned Congress Governments' right to inquire into the
police excesses in 1942 or even before. But such rights are not
always exercised. We all know that there are times when wis-
dom lies in not exercising certain rights. The Congress has m
general followed the policy of not inquiring into the kind of
excesses mentioned by you. You should know that often such
offences are difficult to prove. I believe the right of inquiry
has been exercised in cases where the offence was beyond
doubt. But my advice is, let us not sit in judgment on the
Congress Ministries. The belief that the Congress has acted
wisely in accepting power should suffice.

Panchgairi, 25-7-'46                          (From Harijanbandhu)

Harijan, 4-8-1946
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CONGEESS MINISTERS AND NON-VIOLENCE
Shri Shankarrao Dev writes :
" Many people do not understand why those who call them-
selves Satyagrahis, resort to the use of the military aiid the
police, the moment they become Ministers of Governments.
The people feel that this is a breach of both the creed and the
policy of ahimsa. This popular belief seems to be consistent
with reason. The inconsistency between belief and action of
the Congress Ministers and the exploitation of the same by
their opponents, both Congress and non-Congress, makes it
hard for our workers to stand up to the criticism.
"Generally speaking, Congress ahimsa has.-, been the
ahimsa of the weak. It was bound to be so in the present deve-
lopment of the country and this fact is well ktiownTto you.
You claim that there is a special fire in the ahimm of the
strong. At the same time you accepted leadership oft the
in order to make them strong through $ie use of ahimsa.
in spite of their weakness, governmental power has today
into their hands. It is impossible for them today to put